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James Clerk Maxwell is generally regarded as the greatest physicist 
after Newton. While Newton laid down the laws of mechanics and 
universal gravitation, Maxwell did the same for electromagnetism, 

showing in particular that light was part of the electromagnetic 
spectrum. Our modern technological society, from the computer to 
telecommunications, rests firmly on the foundations established by 
Maxwell. Albert Einstein was one of Maxwell’s great admirers and it was 
Maxwell’s emphasis on the basic role of fields of force that led Einstein to 
his general theory of relativity and the modern understanding of gravity.

Born in Edinburgh in 1831, Maxwell was educated locally before moving to Cambridge, where he 
became a Fellow of Trinity. He became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 1856 at the 
age of 24, and of the Royal Society in London in 1859. After holding chairs at Aberdeen and King’s 
College, London, he retired to his family estate at Glenlair in Dumfriesshire, where he wrote his 
great treatise on electricity and magnetism. In 1871, he returned to Cambridge and established the 
Cavendish Laboratory. Sadly, Maxwell died at the early age of 48.
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For a scientist of Maxwell’s stature, there 
are few memorials to him. In 2006, the 175th 
anniversary of his birth, the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh (RSE), led by its then President Sir 
Michael Atiyah, initiated plans for a statue, 
which culminated in its unveiling in George 
Street on 25 November 2008. The statue 
would not have been possible without the 
donations of many who wished to recognise 
James Clerk Maxwell’s achievements and 
legacy. The RSE is extremely grateful to 
all those listed on the following pages who 
donated to the project.
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Prior to crafting the statue of James Clerk 
Maxwell, the sculptor Alexander Stoddart 
FRSE had already made his mark on 
Edinburgh with the statues of David Hume 
and Adam Smith in the Royal Mile, as well 
as the Robert Louis Stevenson memorial in 
Corstorphine. In 2008, he was appointed 
as Her Majesty’s Sculptor in Ordinary in 
Scotland. Showing Maxwell seated, and 
dressed in costume of his time, the statue is 
cast in bronze and located in George Street, 
Edinburgh, in the heart of the “New Town” 
where Maxwell lived, and close to the present 
building of the RSE.
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Major Donors
Individuals

Sir Michael Atiyah OM, PPRS PPRSE

Lord and Lady Balfour of Burleigh FRSE 
Irwin and Joan Jacobs
David & Elaine Potter
James and Jean Rautio
Professor Walter E Spear FRS FRSE

Robert Uomini
Andrew Viterbi
Professor Sir David Wallace FRS FRSE
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Learned Societies

Edinburgh Mathematical Society
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE)
Institute of Mathematics and its Applications
Institute of Physics
London Mathematical Society
Royal Society of Chemistry
Royal Society of Edinburgh
Royal Society of London
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Universities and Institutions

University of Aberdeen
Cavendish Laboratory , Cambridge
University of Edinburgh
Heriot-Watt University
King’s College, London
Trinity College, Cambridge
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Other Organisations

The Binks Trust
Darwin Trust of Edinburgh
Edinburgh World Heritage
James Clerk Maxwell Foundation
Royal Bank of Scotland
Scottish Government
Standard Life
The James Weir Foundation
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Fellows of the RSE
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Donors
Honorary Fellows of the RSE

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh OM, HonFRSE

Sir John Crofton HonFRSE

Sir Gerald Gordon HonFRSE

Professor Archibald Howie FRS, HonFRSE

Sir Andrew Huxley OM, PPRS, HonFRSE

The Rt Hon Lord Jenkin of Roding HonFRSE

Sir John Meurig Thomas FRS, HonFRSE 

Fellows of the RSE

Professor Roger L P Adams FRSE

Dr John W Arthur FRSE

Professor David T Baird FRSE 

Dr Jean Balfour FRSE

Sir John Ball FRS, FRSE

Professor Stephen M Barnett FRS, FRSE

Professor Geoffrey W S Barrow FBA, FRSE

Professor D Jane Bower FRSE

Professor Ian L Boyd FRSE

Mr Alexander W Boyne FRSE
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Professor Sarah J Broadie FBA, FRSE

The Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry FRSE

Professor John G Buchanan FRSE

Professor Roy H Burdon FRSE

Professor R Alan Cairns FRSE

The Rt Hon Lord Cameron of Lochbroom FRSE

Professor George G Cameron FRSE

Professor Eleanor B Campbell FRS CorrFRSE 

Dr Ann C Chandley FRSE

Dr David J Coats FREng, FRSE

Professor John R Coggins FRSE

Professor William D Collins FRSE

Professor John J Connell FRSE

Mr John Cook FRSE

Professor Philip S Corbet FRSE

Professor Arthur P Cracknell FRSE

Professor Gordon Y Craig FRSE

Professor Alexander D D Craik FRSE

The Rt Hon the Lord Cullen of 
Whitekirk KT, HonFREng, FRSE

Professor Adam S G Curtis FRSE

Dr Tam Dalyell FRSE

The Hon Lord Davidson FRSE  
& Lady Davidson
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Professor Martin D Dawson FRSE

Professor Peter B Denyer FREng, FRSE

Professor Sir Peter Downes FRSE 

Dr Michael R Droop FRSE

Professor Malcolm H Dunn FRSE

Professor Sir David Edward FRSE

Dr Bernard F Fell FRSE

Professor David J Finney FRS, FRSE

Professor John O Forfar FRSE

Professor Sir Patrick Forrest FRSE

Professor Arthur J Forty FRSE

Professor Cameron M Gordon CorrFRSE

Professor Brian G Gowenlock FRSE

Professor Peter M Grant FREng, FRSE

Mr Ivor R Guild FRSE

Dr Arthur J Hale FRSE

Professor Ian G Halliday FRSE 

Professor A Roy Halliwell FRSE

Professor Ben Harte FRSE

Professor Douglas C Heggie FRSE

Professor Peter W Higgs CH, FRSE

Mr Alan V Holden FRSE

Professor Peter H Holmes FRSE

Professor Martin L Hooper FRSE

Professor George M Howe FRSE

Professor John M Howie FRSE

Mr John H Hull FRSE

Professor James M S Hutchison FRSE
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Professor Roland N Ibbett FRSE

Professor John M Irvine FRSE

Dr Alfred C Jason FRSE

Dr Thomas L Johnston FRSE

Dr Robin N B Kay FRSE

Professor John S Kelly FRSE 

Dr Malcolm W Kennedy FREng, FRSE

Professor John H Knox FRS, FRSE

Professor Thomas F Krauss FRSE

Professor Ernest W Laing FRSE

Professor John D M H Laver FBA, FRSE

Professor Walter Ledermann FRSE

Professor David N Lee FRSE

Dr Gething M Lewis FRSE

Professor Brian Loasby FBA, FRSE

Professor Sir Neil MacCormick FBA, FRSE

The Rt Hon Lord MacFarlane  
of Bearsden KT, FRSE

The Rt Hon Lord Mackay of Clashfern KT, FRSE

Professor Andrew G Mackie FRSE

Professor Rona M MacKie FRSE 

Professor John MacQueen FRSE

Professor Sir Roderick MacSween FRSE

Professor Barry E H Maden FRSE

Professor John Mavor FREng, FRSE

Sir Thomas McKillop FRS, FRSE

The Hon Lord Macphail FRSE

Professor Andrew Miller FRSE
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Professor Arthur J R G Milner FRS, FRSE

Professor Henry K Moffatt FRS, FRSE

Dr Brenda E Moon FRSE

Professor William B Motherwell FRS, FRSE

Professor Walter D Munn FRSE

Sir Kenneth Murray FRS, FRSE  
& Lady Murray FRS, FRSE

Dr William E S Mutch FRSE

Professor Karl H Overton FRSE

Dr Russell Paterson FRSE

Professor Sir Alan Peacock FBA, FRSE

Professor John A Peacock FRS, FRSE

Dr John W Porteous FRSE

Professor Andrew J R Porter FRSE

Professor Laurie F Prescott FRSE

Professor Peter N Pusey FRS, FRSE

Professor Ian B M Ralston FRSE

Professor Elmer G Rees FRSE 

Sir Lewis Robertson FRSE

Professor George J Romanes FRSE

The Rt Hon Lord Ross FRSE

Dr Helen E Ross FRSE

Professor Elizabeth M Russell FRSE

Professor Ifor D W Samuel FRSE

Mr James A Scott FRSE

Sir John Shaw FRSE

Professor Wilson Sibbett FRS, FRSE
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Professor Brian D Sleeman FRSE

Professor Derek H Sleeman FRSE

Professor David M Sloan FRSE

Dr Ronald H Smith FRSE

Dr Elspeth B Smith FRSE

Mr James Stevenson FREng, FRSE

Professor Angus E Stuart FRSE

The Rt Hon the Lord Thomson of 
Monifieth KT, FRSE

Very Rev Professor Iain R Torrance FRSE

Professor Paul Trayhurn FRSE

Professor Aubrey Truman FRSE

Professor David M Walker FRSE

Professor Andrew C Walker FRSE

Professor David A R Wallace FRSE

Professor Eldred W Walls FRSE

Dr Charles D Waterston FRSE

Professor Kathryn A Whaler FRSE

Professor Roger J Wheater FRSE

Professor Brian B Willetts FRSE

Professor Henry W Wilson FRSE

Professor Herbert R Wilson FRSE

Professor Charles W J Withers FBA, FRSE

Professor John D M Wright FRSE

Professor Peter A H Wyatt FRSE

Professor John A Wyke FRSE
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Other Donors



Mr Brian Coultas

Brigadier (Retd) C H Cowan 

Mrs Alison Cowey

Mr Timothy Curtis

Mr Nicholas Davidson

Ms Mary Davidson

Dr P G Dixon 

Mr Charles H.B. Dorin

Mr Denis S M Eadie

Mr Anthony Falkner

Mr John G Fleming

Dr Richard G. Forbes

Professor Botond Gaal

Mrs C Galloway

Other individual donors

Mr Roderick Adams

Mr Christopher Bird

Professor Andrew Blake FRS

Dr Jonathan M H Bolton

Mr John W Burton

Mr Norman Butcher 

Mr Patrick M Cadell

Mr Samuel Callander

Mr David J Candlin

Mr Marcus A M Cavalier

Mr Robert J Clarke

Sir Robert Clerk 
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Mr David S Gilchrist

Mr C M Goldie

Dr Richard Gowen

Sir John Graham

Mr Roger Coote Gray

MrAndrew Green

L J Halfpenny

Mr David Hart

Mr Anthony I Hogg

Dr Stuart G Hoggar 

Mr James Holmes 

Mr Alastair M. Howatson

Mr James Hutchby

Professor A C Irving 

Mr David Jamieson

Dame Frances Kirwan FRS

Earl Kitchener

Mr Edward G Le Quesne

Mr David K P Li

Mr Ban-Ruo A Li

Mr Nick Lord

Rev William M MacKay

Professor Nicholas Manton FRS

Dr John McGinnis

Mr Roy McIntyre

Lt Col A B Methven

Mr James E. Money

Mr Kenneth Montgomerie

2120



The Earl of Moray

Mr Paul F Morgan

Dr M Moss 

Mr James & Mrs Isobel Murray

Professor Michael Neuberger

Mr Stuart Niman

Mr George Nissan

Rev W B Norman

Mr John M. Norrie

Professor J R A Pearson FRS

Mr Peter H. Plesch

Mr David R Price

Mr Peter C Price

Mr Jonathan Pritchard

Mr A L Reid 

Mr Donald S Reid

Rev Michael Reiss

Mr Keith Rogers

Sir Denis Rooke OM, FRS 

Mr Fernando F Rosales-Ortega

Mr Richard A Sage

Mr Martin Salter

Sir James Scott

Mr Nick Segal & Ms Genevieve 
Muinzer

Ms Caroline Series

Mr Patrick Shanahan

Mr Norman Sheppard
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Mr Ivan Shieham

Mr Roger Smith

Mr & Mrs J S Smith

Professor Chris Smyth

E. Sondheimer 

Mr Peter Syme 

Mr Josef Szatkowski

Mr Adam M Thomson

Miss Joan Walsh

Mr J. Christopher Whitehead

Mr Tom Wilde

Sir David Wilkie

Other Organisations

The Cockburn Association

Edinburgh Instruments Limited

Maxwell Institute for Mathematical 
Sciences (on behalf of 25 unnamed members)

The Saltire Society
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